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Creation of the 9-11 Living Memorial  
 

By the Wall Township Environmental Advisory Committee                 24 Pages Total 

 

Synopsis:  On September 11, 2001, nineteen terrorists attacked the Unites States. They hijacked four airplanes in 
mid-flight. The terrorists flew two of the planes into two skyscrapers at the World Trade Center in New York City. 
The impact caused the buildings to catch fire and collapse. Another plane destroyed part of the Pentagon (the U.S. 
military headquarters) in Arlington, Virginia. The fourth plane crashed in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Officials believe 
that the terrorists on that plane intended to destroy either the White House or the U.S. Capitol. Passengers on the 
plane fought the terrorists and prevented them from reaching their goal. In all, nearly 3,000 people were killed in 
the 9/11 attacks.  All of the terrorist men were from nations in the Middle East. They belonged to a terrorist group 
called Al Qaeda, led by Osama bin Laden.   
Reference http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3756477 
 

Concept:  Chairwoman Wilma Morrissey brought up the concept of creating a 9-11 Living Memorial in 2001 at their 
Environmental Meeting whereby all members agreed that the project was an excellent concept.  Joan Koos 
volunteered to work in unison with the Chair.  The pair went to L. B. Forcellati & Sons, a nursery on Rt. 35 in Wall, 
and asked for a donation of two trees.  Mr. Forcellati donated two Red Maple trees, which depict the Twin Towers 
at the World Trade Center in New York.  In addition he volunteered to install the entire memorial.  He graciously 
donated a black metal memorial bench, put a platform of pavers underneath and around the bench to minimize 
maintenance, and planted purple cabbage plants around each tree.  At the dedication, an American flag was placed 
at each tree by Jack Miller of Public Works (now retired).  Each of the two trees was tied with a yellow ribbon.  At 
the request of the Environmental Committee, Jack placed American flags at both trees every year.   
 

Mr. Luigi Forcellati received a proclamation from the 2001 Township Committee for his generosity and for his 
good work on the installation of the Living Memorial.  The Environmental Committee was pleased that he 
received this well-deserved award.   
 

Design and Location:  Both Wilma and Joan truly felt that simplicity and dignity should be the key essential 
elements in the design of the memorial.  Rather than a cemetery look, the concept was that the memorial would 
blend in with the Wall Township Municipal Complex luscious grounds.   The bench was designed to be in a 
reflective, quiet location for anyone to contemplate their deep thoughts.  The prior Business Administrator,  
Joe Verruni, approved the municipal location as the WTEAC wanted the memorial to face Town Hall where the 
Township Committee, volunteers, staff, boards and committees make important decisions.  In addition, the library 
is an educational facility that fosters learning and reflection.  
In The Times article at the Jersey Shore dated November 29, 2001, Mrs. Niedemeyer, surviving spouse, said “I’d like 
to thank you for the memorial” as her voice welled with emotion, “I think it’s beautiful.” 
 

Plaque:  Since the Environmental Committee orders their ribbons from Keifers Awards Company for school 
competitions, Wilma asked Mark Souza if he could donate an outdoor plaque.  He donated a plaque in color, 
which was laid in the ground inscribed with the words, “September 11, 2001, National Day of Mourning, Let 
Freedom Ring! – Dedicated by the Wall Township Environmental Advisory Committee.”  It also had the emblem 
of the American Flag etched therein. These sentiments were originated by the Chairwoman and Joan after much 
thought and deliberation. 
 

Significance:  The Environmental Committee has done many projects over the years, but this project was deemed 
perhaps the most memorable and rewarding. It bears significant importance, far outweighing other projects the 
Committee has spearheaded and completed.  Countless hours were spent paying attention to every last detail.  It 
was a project that was gut wrenching, heartfelt, emotional, and draining for the Chair and Joan.  It was definitely 
worth the effort “to do what we could” for the families that lost loved ones especially since it was the WTEAC that 
had originated the 9-11 Living Memorial. 

http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3756477
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Dedication:  The dedication by the Environmental Committee to the families who lost loved ones on 9-11 was held 
on Thanksgiving weekend, Sunday, November 25,, 2001 at 1 p.m.  As a memento for each invited guest, the 
Environmental Committee provided recipients with a “God Bless America – It’s Me and You” poem and a 
patriotic verse “I am an American.  Each document was rolled up and tied with a red, white, and blue ribbon.  
This living memorial is dedicated in remembrance to those we honor,  the victims who died in terrorist attacks; the 
police, our finest; the fireman, our bravest; other first aid responders who have fallen; the loved ones left behind; 
and to all of us whose life has been changed in ways we have yet to realize. 
 

Speakers:  Former Committeewoman Mary Burne led the Pledge of Allegiance flag salute and gave an excellent 
Invocation.  Former Mayor, Frank Addonizio, spoke of unflaggingly support for the military operation under way in 
and around Afghanistan.  He also spoke about the shortcomings of simple pacifism at a time when the American 
way of life is under attack.  He also expressed grief for the families of those who died on September 11.  His 
presentation was superb.  The observance was formal with the Wall Police in uniform.  

Chairwoman Wilma Morrissey spoke about the dedication of the memorial service, the design and concept of the 
memorial, the inscription on the plaque, patriotism, and Mayor Giuliani’s response to a letter written to him from 
the Environmental Committee as a neighboring state.  She read his acknowledgement written to the WTEAC.  
Nancy Niedemeyer, whose husband was among the victims who died, spoke elegantly and courageously in her 
remarks while another widow quietly sobbed during the ceremony. There were many other speakers, and they all 
rose to the occasion.  Friends and family were present to honor local area residents who died in the attack at the 
Word Trade Center that included the fallen:  James L. Cooper, John E. Connolly, Jr., Robert W. O’Shea, Christopher 
E. Lunder, and Alfonse Niedermeyer III. 
 

Image of the Week:  Dawn Connolly of Wall, who lost her husband John in the World Trade Center attack, is seen 
hugging her son, Patrick during the dedication memorial.  This photo appeared in the Asbury Park Press all week.  
Readers of the Asbury Park Press opened their hearts after viewing the photo and generously sent monetary 
funds to the Asbury Park Press for Mrs. Connolly. Had it not been for this special day of dedication held by the 
WTEAC, the photo would never have been taken. 
 

The Flag of the United States of America:  A flag was flown over the United States Capitol on November 4, 2002, 
at the request of the Honorable Christopher H. Smith, Member of Congress.  This flag was flown in 
commemoration of September 11, 2002; the one year anniversary:  Wall Township Environmental Advisory 
Committee, Let freedom ring!    This document 2003-006277-001 is filed under Alan M. Hantman, FAIA, Architect of 
the Capitol in Washington, DC.   
 

Disappointment to the WTEAC:   In 2011, the former Business Administrator, Joe Verruni, and the new Township 

Committee (Mayor Conte, Deputy Mayor Foster, and Committeemen Newberry, Hoffman, and Luttman) decided 

that after ten years of environmental control, they would transfer the 9-11 Living Memorial from the 

Environmental Committee and gift it to Rob Coman and the Fire Explorers.  
 

Why this project has been so important and meaningful to the Environmental Committee – Chairwoman Wilma 

Morrissey and member Joan Koos of the Environmental Committee helped to lessen the loss for those families that 

lost loved ones by creating the “Living Memorial” and providing the Dedication Ceremony. This is the best project 

that the Environmental Committee has ever undertaken.  To paraphrase, Mrs. Connolly said that she and her family 

felt that they were not alone, and she appreciated the support from people she did not know because she knew 

their support was genuinely sincere. 
                                                                                                                                  Reference Asbury Park Press, November 26, 2001 
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Recommendation:  Even though the 9-11 Living Memorial is no longer in the hands of the WTEAC the Committee 

did make one final recommendation.  They suggested an “interpretative sign” be built with 
brick, stone, or wood that would describe the terrorist attack - with before and after photos 
- and include a summary of the 9-11 events.  The interpretative sign would have an 
inscription of the names of our local heroes’ whose untimely death occurred at the World 
Trade Center.  This would provide comfort to the families of those who lost their love ones.   
It would give the families a chance to visit the site at any time, and it will make the memorial 

a permanent one.  It also would provide young people with the opportunity to understand the magnitude of this 
horrific and tragic event.  So far, this has not come to fruition even though the WTEAC provided the Township 
Committee with a template of what can and should be done with an “interpretive sign.” 
 

Overall:  The WTEAC is so pleased that this Living Memorial site is used by the Township each year for a public 
gathering that honors the victims of the Twin Towers and the families of their loved ones. It’s also revered by the 
community.  This is indeed the official site for mourning our local heroes - as it should be. 
 

In closing:  The Environmental Committee honors and remembers our own in perpetuity. 
 

    Mr. James L. Cooper 
    Mr. John E. Connolly, Jr.  
    Mr. Robert W. O’Shea,  
    Mr. Christopher E. Lunder 
    Mr. Alfonse Niedermeyer, III 

 
May family members left behind find hope, comfort, and peace in the years ahead.  We will never forget and can 
only wish their family members our absolute best. 
 

The Environmental Committee would also like to pay tribute to former Mayor Frank Addonizio, Mark Souza of 
Keifers Awards Company, and WTEAC member Joan Koos, all deceased.  We thank them in remembrance for their 
many contributions to this memorial site.  May God Bless America! 
 
wjm 
WTEAC Chair 
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